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. 0 . Bata lezig of the enen, | 
þ wan Wedneſday the roth Day of 


December, 1735. 

.© N the Motion of Sir e Elton, Bar i i is 

5 unanimouſly Ordered, That the Town-Clerk do 
miez cauſe the Thanks of the Houſe to be given to the 
Reverend Mr. A. 8. Catcott for his learned 8E RMO N, 
preach d before this Corporation and the Lord-Chief- 
Juſtice Hardwicke, at the laſt Aſiæes of Niſi Prius here; 
and that the ſaid My. Catcott be defired to print the 
game, at the expence of the Chamber of this City; and 
M.. ndr. u is er aha Ordered to n Money 


to de cid the Py thereof. 


CAN x. 


7 he 7 2 570 FR M AY 0 175 . 
Morſbipful the Al Eni N the SHERIFFS, 


and other Members of the COMMON=COUN- 
CIL, of the City 7 Briſtol. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HOUGH I never was defirons of ap- 
pearing to the World in the manner 1 
now Is yet ſeveral reaſons determine me to 


publiſh this Diſcourſe; your requeſt, to which 


I pay the deference I ought; the prevention of | A 


any miſrepreſentation which might have been 
made of my Sermon; ſome hopes I have, that 
what I have here advanced may be of ſervice _ 
to the cauſe of Chriſtianity ; and the pleaſure Þ 
receive in being the means of letting the World 
ſee, that the Gentlemen of the Corporation of 
Briſtol approved of a Diſcourſe, made in de- 
fence of the fundamental Article of all revealed 
Religion. * | | 
9 A 2 That 


DEDICATION. 
That you, and all thoſe who profeſs them- 


ſelves Chriſtians, may be zealous in good Works, 
and hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, and 


contend earneſtly for the Faith, which was once 
delivered to the Saints, and by ſo doing obtaix 


: Glory, and Honour, and OR , 1s the 


Prayers and Wiſhes of, 


GENTLEMEN, 
, | Jaws: ag obliged, and 
15 90 obedient 


| humble Servant” 


Alex. Stopford: Catcott. 


? 8 —— j DC — = — 
1 — AS 77 77 3 NJ FS D p 
=D I | F — * — => \ 2 
* 4 cg ENY Se A 7 », \ : . 8 * — 42 
AN. FAS = 105 0 HA) UT I 
N - *& - * 6 \ N 
W 0 25 . 9 
9 = - 


Ps AL. Ixxxu. 6. „ 
I ſaid ye are Gods. * 


HE conciſeneſs, clearneſs, certainty and fignifi- 
| cancy of the Hebrew Scriptures, can be known to 
| thoſe only, who underſtand the language they 
are written in; they are the repoſitory of all knowledge, 
natural and divine, and their excellencies ſhew their Au- 
thor. And it was neceſſary that they ſhould be thus 
perfect. One great reaſon for publiſhing the Hebrew 
eee was, to ſecure the Jews from the infection of 
that miſtaken worſhip, which the heathens paid to the 
matter and operations of the heavens; by ſhewing them, 8x 
that they were but mechanical agents, Guſt formed, ſet 
to work, and afterwards occaſionally over-rul'd by their = 
Creator, the God of the Hebrews. But there was alſo _ 
another reaſon: As man takes in his Ideas by his ſenles,. 
and can have no immediate and adequate one of a {piri- 
tual Being, and as it was neceſſary that he ſhould have 
ſome notion, however imperfect, of the Author of his ex- 
- iſtence, and Rewarder of his obedience, ſo it pleas'd the 
Creator to form the mechanical agents, which performthe 
great operations in this ſyſtem, in ſuch a manner, as by their 
ſubſtance 
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ſubſtance and conditions, to exhibit to mankind, ſome 
faint reſemblance of the Deity, and the perſons i in it, ſo 
far as man could take this Idea, in his mortal ſlate ; z 
above all, that his reaſonable creatures might apprehend, 
in ſome degree, that method of redeeming them, which 
the Divine Perſons had agreed on, and intended to pur- 
ſue. By what means this knowledge has been ſo far 
loſt, as it has lately been, is not before me now; I 
ſhall onfy ſay, that God (who never ſuffers his great and | 
good deſigns to be render'd ineffectual, by the folly or 
wickedneſs of man, or the malice and cunning of Satan) 
hath, at a time, when reveal d Religion ſeem'd to give 
ground before the aſſaults of its enemies, been pleas'd to 
enable ſome perſons, ſo far to recover the knowledge of 
the Hebrew tongue, and, by conſequence, of thoſe 
points, which regard man's ſalvation, and to ſet them in 
ſuch a light, as that the rage or ſubtilty, with which they 
are attack d, will, from henceforward, be utterly unable 
to oppoſe them. 

I have been in myſelf convinc d of the truth of theſe 
aſſertions, for ſome time, but never ſpoke them out till 
now; partly, becauſe, in this ſelf-ſufficient age, a man 
Who talks, as I do, is likely to be ſtil'd a viſionary and 
enthuſiaſt, unleſs he is ce a well qualify'd to make 
good his aſſertions; partly, becauſe I ſhould have been 
glad to have had ſome company along with me, in the 
-proſecution and propagation of this knowledge; ; partly, 
' becauſe I did not care to lie under the imputation of at- 


fecting to appear wiſer or more learned than my bre- 


thren; and, partly, becauſe I muſt treat my ſubject, in 
a manner, ſomething above the capacity of a common 
9 . audience 
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audience to underſtand entirely: but ſince others, I find, 


are ſilent; others, in their defences of our religion, give 


up to the enemy, points, they ought not; and others are 


preaching down Chriſtianity as faſt as they can, I dare 
not ſtand unactive any longer; and I will not loſe this 


preſent opportunity, of beginning to open theſe things, 


to believers; ſince, in this audience, there muſt be ſome, 


who both are capable of judging, whether I make good, 


what I undertake to do, in this diſcourſe, and alſo of pro- 


pagating this knowledge to others, if it ſeems to them, 
worthy of being known. 

This introduction, which may now Am foreign to 
my text, will, before I have done, be found neceſſary e- 


nough ; ſince I ſhall explain the Hebrew Scriptures in 


another manner than you commonly have heard: but, if 
I undeniably make out the meaning of the text to be 
ſuch, as I aſſert it to be, I hope my hearers will have 
charity enough, to believe me, when I tell them, that I 


could do the {ame by others, I muſt quote e : 


would the time permit me to do ſo. 


The words, which I have choſen to ſpeak to, in our 


tranſlation run thus, I /aid ye are Gods; tis agreed that 
Rulers are here ſpoken of; I muſt add theſe Rulers were 


Kings, but the Engliſh word Gods gives not the ſenſe of 


the original: To make this appear, I ſhall ſhew, . 


I What i is here meant by the word tranſlated Gods. 


II. Why Kings have this title. 


III. Conclude with ſome obſervations, and an 1 1 
tation proper to follow the foregoing heads, and be made | 


e this audience. 
1 
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| 75 I ſhall ſhew what is here meant by the word tranſ- 
lated Gods. It is , Elahim, a name or noun de- 
_ rived from on Elab, or Alah; which as a verb ſignifies 
zo confirm by oath, to binds perſon zo fufill certain terms 
under the penalty of a conditional maledi&ion; as a name 
or appellation, when applied to a perſon, a fivearer to a 
Covenant; as a noun, when expreſſive of an action, an 
Oath: it occurs about forty times in Scripture, and al- 
ways in this ſenſe. I ſhall give an example or two, to 
prove my aſſertion. Gen. xxvi. 28. Let there be now an 
oath (alah) between us. Lev. v. 1. If a foul hear the 
voice of ſwearing, (alah) and be a witneſs. Deut. xxix. 12. 
Dat thou fſhouldſt enter into a covenant with the Lord, 
tby God (Jehovah thy Elahim) and into his oath, (alah:) fo 
four times in this chapter. x Kings viii. 31. If any man 
have a treſpaſs againſt his neighbour, and an oath (alah) 
be laid on. him to cauſe him to ſwear, (lebaloth.) This 
may ſuffice to ſhew, that by Elabim, are to be underſtood 
Perſons, who have ſworn to a covenant, Pave laid rhem- 
ſelves under a conditional execration, _ | | 
But, when any word expreſſing action occurs in the 
Old Teſtament, we muſt, according to the manner of 
applying it, by ſacred writers, and the genius of the He- 
Brem tongue, trace it up to the f and chief” action and 
agent; this gives the full idea, which will be found in 
ſome degree in all other inferiour uſages of the word; 
let us apply this rule. | 
Me read then Gen. i. 1. That in the es) the Elz. 
Bim (plural) created (ſingular) the JubPance of the hea- 
Dens 88 the JubFance of the earth. Farther, we are 
1 e told 
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told Gen. ii. 4. who theſe Elabim were; In the day that 
ehovah the Elahim created, &c. fo Plal. xviii. 3 1. . 
8. Mbo is d Eloah, a participle paſſive, execrated, be- 
fides Jehovah? and in innumerable places, Jebovab Ela- 
him; which word our tranſlation ſtill renders Lord God; 
nothing to the meaning of the Hebrew. 
From hence then we have learn d, 1. That thoſe per- 
ſons (for the word is plural) who created the World, had 
(before the action of Creation) performed an act which 
denominated them Elabim; and 2. That theſe Ela- 
him, theſe ſwearers to a Covenant, were Fehovab. Which 
word I muſt alſo explain. It is compounded of jy ah, 
the eſſence, and MN hovah, to exert powers; fo it ſignifies 


Being with powers, or that which cannot but be; and be- 


ing muſt have all active perfettions. So then Febovah | 
Elahim may be thus render'd, the efſence exiſting with 
Powers, the perſons bound in a Covenant; not indeed, that 
it was poſſible either for them to falfify their obligation, 
or ſuffer penalty; but, there was no other word, by 
Which the idea of thin an, the Zlabim 
could be convey d to man, but this. 15 
It will in the next place be neceſſary for me to ſet forth, 
what the matter of this Covenant was. It conſiſted of 
two parts, 1. That, in caſe man ſtood, and-fulfll'd the 
terms requir 'd on his part, . he ſhould, during his con- 
tinuance in his probational ſtate on Earth, enjoy the pro- 
ducts and entertainments of a garden of delight, and af- 
ter a ſufficient degree of the knowledge and love of the 
Elabim acquir'd by him, be remov'd from Earth, with- 


out undergoing a ſeparation of his ſoul and body, into 


an unalterable ſtate of viſion, and fruition of the Preſence 
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of the Elahim. As man is not now concerned in the firſt 

part of the Covenant, ſo what would then have been his 
duty, is not enlarged on in Scripture. And that it was 
as I have faid, appears from Ho/ea vi. 6, 7. and perhaps 
another paſſage beſides. For I deſired mercy * and not 
ſacrifice, and the knowledge of the Elahim, before burni-of- 
ferings; but they, like Adam, have tranſgreſsd the Cove- 
nant; (the terms required on the part of Man.) This 
then was the firſt intent of the Elabim. 

The ſecond part, was conditional; that, in caſe Man 
fell, they then would put him into a method of Salvation, 
by one of the Elabim taking on him the nature which 
had trangreſs'd, fulfilling perfect righteouſneſs, ſuffering 
in the offender's ſtead, and extending the benefits of his 
perfect obedience and meritorious death, to all, who 
ſhould accept the terms, propoſed to them. 

To prove this. 1. The E/ahim ſwore; this their name 
ſhews; but farther, Habac. i. 12. Art not thou from e- 
verlaſting (miquedem, from thy firſt intent to create 
Man Jehovah, Elahi, (he who was bound by oath to 
redeem me?) So in the manifeſtations to the Patriarchs 
in conſequence and reference. to the original contract, 
Gen. xxii. 16. By my /elf have 1 ſworn, ſaith Jehovah, 

that in thy feed, ſhall all the Mations of the Earth be 
bleſſed. Pſalm Ixxxix. 3, 4. I have ſworn unto David my 
fervant, thy ſeed will T eftabliſh for ever. cx. 5. Fehovah 
Bath fworn, and will not repent, thou art a Prieſt for 
| | ever, 


* The Word is n and here ſignifies the duty of Adam, in making 


proper returns to the Elahim, firſt by fixing his heart and affections 
on them, and next by manifeſting this inward diſpoſition of his 


- mind by his outward actions. 


Inferiour EL AHIM. 


ever, after the order of Melchiſedek. I ſhall cite the 
latter Scriptures, by and by. n ue. 
2. They ſwore to put Man into a ſtate of Salvation. 
To prove this, Iſ. xliii. 10. Before me there was no 98 El 
Irradiator formed . . . I even I am Jehovah, and beſide 
me, there is no Saviour. 45, 15, &c. O Elahim of Hrael, 
the Saviour - - - Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in Fehovah with an 
everlaſting Salvation, ye ſhall not be aſhamed, nor con- 
founded, world without end. Who hath declared this 
from antient time (miquedem, as before) have not 1 Fe- 
hovah? there is no Elahim beſide me a juſt God, and a 
Saviour; there is none beſide me. Look unto me and be 
ſaved all ye ends of the Earth, for I am God, there is 
none elſe; I have ſworn by myſelf, &c. 
3. They ſwore to ſave man 1n the manner juſt related. 
To prove this, the texts already quoted in relation to the 
promiſed ſeed, ſhew this in part. But farther, it is faid, 
Gen. iii. 22. And Jehovah Elahim ſaid, behold Adam is 
become like one of us, to know good and evil. Adam was 
become like one of them; ſo that the exemplar was firſt 
in one of the Elabim, of which Adam was become a copy; 
the text ſays expreſsly, that this likeneſs conſiſted in not- 
ing (i. e. in the perception, in the experimental knowledge 
of) good and evil. Thus Adam was become (not like 
any in an undeterminate, or all of the Elabim in a ge- 
neral ſenſe, but) like one of the Elabim; like him, who 
by virtue of the oath, was experimentally to know good 
and evil, by taking on him human nature, and ſuffering 
in it; this obligation took place by man's tranſgreſſion, 
and man by the ſame act, and at the ſame time became 
himſelf alſo liable to the ſame experimental knowledge 5 
| | B 2 "OM | 
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ſo that he was become like one of the Elabim. The 
cruel inſult upon loſt and miſerable man, put into the 


mouth of God, by commentators on theſe words, is 
highly injurious both to the Scriptures and the Elabim. 


The apoſtate Jews have ſo confounded the revelation 


ol the Elabim to man, with their deſignedly falſe con- 
ſtructions of all the principal words relating to this great 


tranſaction, and interpreters have been ſo weak in follow- 
ing them, and common Chriſtians ſo miſled by theſe, that 
things related in the moſt certain and intelligible manner, 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, appear amazing, when propos d, 

nay even when explain'd to the generality of Chriſtians ; 


but to open to them, what hath-been too long concealed, 


and is yet known but to few among 5 is my preſent 
buſineſs. 

It hath been a notion almoſt univerſally received, that 
the Cherubim were created ſpirits ; for which there is not 
one word of proof in the ſcripture. This owed its riſe 


to Philo Judæus, the firſt perverter (by his allegories) of 


the Hebrew Scriptures, and common parent of all here- 
ſies. Nol they were an emblematical exhibition given 
to man, of the covenant made between the Elabim. Man 
was become a miſerable criminal, an outlaw baniſh'd from 
Eden, and the tree of lives; but his merciful creators 
had prepared another method of acquiring happineſs, for 
him. Was ! it not neceſſary that Man ſhould -know this, 


and that ſome ſtanding monument of this tranſaction 


ſhould be ſet up, not only for the uſe of Adam, but that 
alſo of ſucceeding generations? And how ſhould this be 
done, but by ſome Emblem? The Divine Three could 
not — to ſenſe, nor could any real reſemblance be 


given 
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given of them; the figures of men (for a reaſon to be gi- 
ven preſently) were not proper; this then was the appea- 
rance (ſee Ezech. chapters x. xi. xli.) The heads of the 
Bull, of the Man and Lion together, and of the Eagle; 
ſo there were three heads, and four viſages: the bodies 
were all join'd in one; by this fignifying the unity of 
the eſſence, and the diſtinction of the perſons, and man 
taken into the eſſence, by his perſonal union with the ſe- 
cond perſon, whoſe conſtant emblem was the Lion. It 
now appears, why the figures of men had not been pro- 
per; ſuch an emblematical exhibition had not diſtin- 
guiſhed the man from the other three. This was named 
Cherubim, a word compounded of Che, quaſi, a note of 
likeneſs, and Rubim, the great ones; great in every re- 
ſpect and the higheſt degree; the animals ſeen in this 
appearance, were Rubim, great ones among the creatures; 
the chief of the tame, and the wild and the winged 
kinds. So it was named, he fimilitudes of the great ones. 
Moreover, the two figures ſtood, one over againſt the 
other, and the faces were turned toward each other, in 
the poſture of perſons entering into a covenant; and they 
alſo all looked downward on the mercy-ſeat, and beheld 
the blood ſprinkled there by the high-prieſt, as the true 
Rubim, the great ones in the higheſt heavens, turn their 
eyes on the meritorious ſacrifice of Chriſt's crucified bo- 
dy, and blood poured out. 
As man was not a party at making the covenant, ſo 
this figure, with the face of a man in it, could not be 
properly called Elahim, or Che-Elabim; but as man by 
being united to a peer of the eſſence, became a Rub, a 
great one, ſo they might all be NY Rubim, and the {1- 


2. militudes 
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militudes Cherubim. So a type of the Meſſiab is by Ezech. 
xxviii. 14. ſtiled an anointed Cherub; fo Chriſt, and he 
only, in propriety, was when on earth, called Rabbi, or 
Rabbi, my great one. Over theſe figures, when exhi- 
| bited in the air, to the eaſt of Eden, and at other times, 
appeared a light, brighter than the ſun, which ſent out 
rays as from a centre; and the light in irradiation, or 
glory, was ever the emblem of Divinity. This was the 
firſt Shechinah, the viſible reſidence of the divine pre- 
ſence; ſo it is ſaid, at the firſt exhibition, Gen. iii. 24. 


are the viſages of Jehovah, which ſo often occur in Scrip- 
ture, and which our tranſlation renders before the Lord; 
theſe were they from the preſence of which, Cain fo 
greatly dreaded to be driven ; for, as they had anſwers 
from theſe, worſhipped toward them, and had their ſa- 
crifices accepted by fire ſtreaming down from them and 
conſuming the victim, ſo to be hid from theſe faces was 
an excommunication. In the ſenſe of omnipreſence, 


Cain could not be hid from the face of God. So in the 


ſolid repreſentations of theſe ſimilitudes, in the tabernacle 
and temple, the divine glory appeared over them; thence 
it is ſo often ſaid, Jehovah inbabiteth, fitteth, rideth over 
or upon the Cherubim; and they are ſtiled, Heb. ix. 5. 
the Cherubim of glory. To explain theſe figures farther 
would require time, and I muſt now be brief; ſcarce a 
family, in thoſe days, of believers or apoſtates, were with- 
out theſe images, their Teraphim; or in later times among 
the heathens, without their Penazes : and theſe were the 
originals of all their hieroglyphicks, chiefly with two or 
three heads, generally thoſe of the ſacred animals. 


Fehovah Elahim jiſhcan will inhabit the Cherubim. Theſe 
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There is alſo another word of great importance, which 
I muſt reclaim on this occaſion. It hath been proved 
beyond all contradiction by the author, who firſt, ſince 
inſpiration ceaſed, began to recover the true ſenſe of the 


Hebrew Scriptures, that Beriib, which has been rendered 


Covenant, always conveys the idea of Purification; the 


root is M Bar or Barar to cleanſe or purify. The idea 


is given 7erem. xxv. 22. For though thou waſh thee with 


nitre, and take much Berith Soap, (the means to waſh away 


uncleanneks) yet thine iniquity is mark'd before me. And 
Malach. iii. 1. of which preſently. And Caratb, which 
when join'd to Berizh is ſtill render d to make a covenant, 
never has any other fignification (and it occurs in abun - 
dance of places) than zo cut, to cut off. So what is tranſ- 
lated zo make a covenant, ſhould be to cut off a purifyer. 
This premiſed, I produce my proofs. Gen. xvii. 7. ſpo- 


ken to Abraham of the promis'd feed; I will raiſe up my 


purifyer between me and thee and th bs heed, for an ever- 


laſting purifyer to be Elahim unto 54 and to thy ſeed af- 


ter thee. xxii. 16, 18. to the ſame of the ae By my- 


elf have I "Jaw, ſaith Fehovah----in thy ſeed fall all 


the nations of tbe earth be bleſſed. So to David of the 
ſame, P/al. Ixxxix. 3. I have cut off a puriſyer for my 
choſen, I have ſworn unto David----thy ſeed, &c. As the 
time, when the true purifyer was to be cut off, drew 
nearer, Jer. xxxi. 31. Bebold the days come, ſaith Teho- 
vah, that I will cut off a new purifyer. Ezech. xxxiv. 
24. xxxvii. 26. I will cut off for them the peaceful puri- 
yer; the eternal purifyer ſhall be with them. So, 6th 
the types were going to be ſuperſeded, and prophecy to 
be ſealed UP, the laſt n is moſt expreſs. Mal. iii. # 
An 
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And Fehovah to whom ye ſeck ſhall ſuddenly come to bis 
temple; even the agent of the purification, whom ye delight 
in; behold he ſhall come; he is like a refiner's fire, and 
like fuller's Berith ſoap. This indeed, to raiſe up and cut 
off a purifyer, was the ſubſtance of the Covenant be- 
tween the Elabim; but the act of covenanting is expreſs d 
by Elabim. 

Let me here juſt 4 two things; 1. That, as types 
uſed to bear the name of the thing typified, ſo the clean 
animals, the emblems of the ſpotleſs ſacrifice, are, when 

ſacrificed, called Berizh alſo. 2. That when believers 

made a Covenant with any one, they cut off a typical 
Berith, ſlew and offer d a clean animal, before the typical 
faces of the Elabim; by this action, binding themſelves 
to diſcharge the obligation they undertook, in imitation of 

the ſupreme Covenanters, and renouncing the benefits held 
forth to them by virtue of the Covenant between the E/a- 
him, in caſe they falſify' d their oath. In a word, they 
meant exactly the ſame thing as we do, when we ſo- 
lemnly confirm a promiſe, by receiving the ſacrament 
upon it. 

I cannot now produce the hundredth part of the 5 
dence for that fide of the cauſe I am defending; I 
ſhall offer one hint more, and conclude this head. From 
the inſertion of the 0d, in the third place of all the Re- 
deemer's titles, as ſuch, is ſignified, that, as he was ſuch, 
all his actions had their full effect; ſo he was Maſbicb, 

the anointed, that we might be ſo to; Berith, the puri- 
Her, by virtue of whoſe cleanneſs, our pollutions might 
be wathed away; Jadich, the juſt one, whoſe righ- 


teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs, ſhould make up our deficiencies ; David, zhe | 


beloved; Chaſid, the pious one, &c. 


Having thus ſhown you, who the firſt ad chief Elz 5 
him were, it will be proper to ſubjoin, what were the 


conditions required of man, in conſequence to this cove- 
nant. Only I muſt here obſerve two things. 1. That as 


man was a creature compounded of vi zapefh, a breath- 


ing frame, and BN Rr naſbem chiim, a ſoul of lives, ſo 


he always had a double object provided for, and a double 


worſhip expected from him; one of and for the body, 
the other of and for the mid This twofold ſervice was 
requiſite in reſpect to his Creator; that he might thereby 
acknowledge his double obligation to him, who gave 
him a human frame and reaſonable ſoul; and to ſhew his 
thankfulneſs for the proviſion of the means of happineſs 


made for both, and his hope alſo of obtaining that happi- 


neſs. So it was neceſſary too in regard to his fellow- 


ſubjects, that thus he might, for the ſake of good exam 


ple, and aſſerting his inward belief from his actions done 
in the fight of the world, ſhew before men, his hope in 

and dependance on Jehovah Elahim. Without an out- 
ward worſhip of the body, and external ſymbols in re- 
ligion, the Church of God, as it is a viſible ſociety of 


material creatures, in a material world, never did, nor 


ever can ſubſiſt. 2. That Jehovah was, by right of cre- 


ation, Lord and Proprietor of the earth, and made a 


grant of it to man on certain terms, which if the tenant 


broke, the lands reverted to the Lord. 
I proceed now to ſet forth the terms required on the 


part of man: As the Covenant between the Elabim had 
C | two 
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two parts, ſo theſe alſo were two-fold. What man, had he- 
not fallen, had to do, I have ſhewn in part already; I 
muſt add, he was to ſanctify the Sabbath alſo; to ſet 
apart that day, for the een ene of the wiſdom, 
power, and goodnels of the Elabim, in their works, 
and the eee of other duties naturally conſe- 
quent to ch a religious employment of the — . 

And I muſt obſerve, that all the expreſſions relating to 
the culture of the ground in Eden, are in the Hebrew: 
Scriptures after a wonderful manner, and ſuch as cannot 
be conceived by thoſe who know not that language, ſo 

 form'd, as to be adapted to, and include the ſervice of 
the mind of Adam to an inviſible and ſuperiour object. 
Here, even here, were objects of ſenſe, emblematical of 
objects of faith; ſeveral hints of what ſome of theſe were, 
areto be found in the prophets, by way of reference or 
alluſion, to what was done or to be done in Eden. Moſes 
indeed expreſsly mentions no more, than was neceſſary 
for ſucceeding generations to know. From him then 
we are informed, that there were two trees planted in 
che middle of the garden; one of theſe was a repreſenta- 
tive of the eſſence exiſting, and named the tree of Lives; 
the other of the ſubſtance of the heavens, and called the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil“. Had man, 
after a due time of prabation, . put forth his hand (ex- 
erted his power) a der and — the fruit of the tree of 
Lives, that had been a ſacramental act, acknowledging 
his hope, faith, and expectation of his ſecond and im- 
mortal life, in a ſtate of Ne happinct of ſoul and bo- 
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dy, from the divine eſſenoe, which alone could confer the ſe- 


cond life; ſo the tree, the emblem of the living Elabim, is 


in the plural number, named the tree of Lives. But man ven- 


tured to eat of the fruit of the fatal tree, and by an overt- 


act preſumed to declare, that he hoped for wiſdom, 
(and conſequently happineſs) from a created agent; and 


thus, by aſcribing incommunicable vertues to a fruit, for- 
feited his eſtate on earth, the vegetable mould, adamah, 


and, by conſequence, the fruits of the ground, his own 
body and blood, and thoſe of other animals, which all 
conſiſt of the atoms of that mould; and what was infi- 
nitely worſe, as his better part concurred in the outward 
act of rebellion, ſo the ſoul of lives became liable to the 
dreadful penalty of eternal death. Then, in merey, the 
ſecond part of the covenant took place, and man had 
new terms offered to him. Theſe, in general, were to 


perform ſuch outward fervices, as ſhould be expreſſive 


and declarative of his acknowledgement from the bottom 
of his heart, of his own offence, the juſtice of his puniſh- 
ment, his inability to recover himſelf, and his hope of 
falvation, by and thro' the meritorions ſacrifice agreed 
on between the E/ahim, and in due time to be offered 


in his ſtead. In one word, as the ſubſtance of the ſe- 


cond part of the covenant between the E/ahim, was to 


raiſe up and cut off a real purifyer, fo was man, in token 
of his repentance, faith, hope, and dependence on the 
means provided for his ſalvation, till the great atonement 


ſhould be performed, to offer one of the clean animals, 
in ſacrifice, to Jehovah Elahim; to which offering, ſalt, 
which preſerves from corruption, was to be added. This 
all the Patriarchs knew, and ever looked beyond the out= 
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ward action; and while they ſhed the blood of the victim, 
reaped the benefits of the great holocauſt, by an act of faith, 
They all believed and owned, that their Redeemer was a per- 
ſon in Jehovah, in due time to take on him the human na- 
ture; and they were ever prying into this great myſtery 
of the incarnation. I muſt here recover one word more 
from miſconſtructions, Tx89D5 Malach; this when joined 
to Zehovah, has been always rendered the Angel of the 
Lord; but Malach, in the Hebrew Language, no more 
than ayys2a in Greek, determines the eſſence of the ſub- 
ject, it is joined to; it means @ meſſenger, an agent, a 
delegate, a perſon or thing impower d to execute ſomes 
commiſſion,. or do ſome action; it is in many places apply d 
to inanimate agents; and it is alſo-applied to a perſon in 
 Fehovab: ſo what is render d the Angel of the Lora, 
ſhould be, the agent Febovab, the ſent Jehovah. Who 
this was, appears at firſt fight, the perſon in the eſſence, 
who according to the economy eſtabliſhed by and a- 
mong the Elabim, was to be ſent among men; and who, 
as an earneſt of his coming in the fleſh, appeared to the 
Patriarchs ſeveral times, in a human form; and when 
he did ſo; the context almoſt always infallibly determines 
who he was. I ſhall give one example. Fudges xiii. 6, &c. 
Manoah and his wife expreſsly call him, I/ Elahim, a 
perſon of the Elahim; it is faid, then Manoah knew, that 
he was Malach Jehovah hua, the agent Jehovah himſelf. 
and he crys out, we ſhall ſurely die, becauſe we have ſeen 
the Elahim. EI 
Abraham ſaw ſomething of this diſpenſation, in his 
converſation with Melchizedek; Facob, Manoah, and 
Moſes wanted to know this perſon's name; a title, which 
| a, 7 ſhould: 
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ſhould' be expreſſive of what he was to be and do: „ 
Moſes deſired to ſee his glory, and wanted to know his 
way, but his face was not to be ſeen; yet a glimpſe of 
his goodrnefs, in the method (the way) of man's redem | 
tion, was indulged to him. Elijah, to check the warmth | 
of his zeal for the law, was given to-underſtand, that | 
Jehovah was in the ſmall, ftill voice; the gentle method | 
of the publication of the goſpel. Nay even Eve was ſo | 
full of this knowledge and hope, that ſhe crys out in | 
rapture, at the birth of her firſt ſon, I have gotten a man | 
(not from the Lord, from is not in the Hebrew, but) Erb | 
Jehovah, the very Jehovah, or the ſubſtance of Jehovah: | 
The ſame faith, hope, and joy appeared, on any occaſio—- 
nal confirmation of the promiſe, in all thoſe, thro' whoſe: 
loins the promiſed ſeed was to be convey'd; by virtue of 
this being lodged in them, they were Princes in their 
generations, and. claimed and had paid them, the higheſt 
reſpect, from all believers N 

This whole economy opened under the goſpel-diſpen- — * 
ſation, and he, who till then had been, Dabar Fehovah, 
the ſecret one to be revealed in the eſſence, was made known 
to men; John i. the word was made fleſh, and thoſe who 
were worthy /aw his glory,. the glory as. of the only begot= 
ten of the Father. MET DIE. 

It hath been thought, that the ceremonial law (as tis 
called) took its riſe at mount Sinai; tis a miſtake, it had 
been the terms to be performed by man, ever ſince the 
fall. To trace it back ward, it appears from Exod. xxxiii. 
7. XVI. 9. xxxiii. 19, 22, 24. That the Hraelites had 
a tabernacle, typical viſages or Cherubim, and Prieſts, 
before the inſtitutions in the wilderneſs; and tis ſtronglß 
unplyed: 
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implyed 2 Sam. vii. 2, 6: that they had a temple in Zig ypr; 
tis certain, they had ſervices to Zehvvah performed there, 
on the interruption of which, Moſes and Aaron were ſent 
to Pharaoh, to demand their renewal, and eſpecially, 
leave to e a lamb, which had been a euſtom long 
before the Paſſover. Gen. xxxv. 2. Xxxviii. 18. XEXV. 13. 
ix. 4 vii 2 
I, he Patriarchs cauſed their families to put away their 
ſtrange Elabim, purified themſelves, changed their gar- 
ments, had ſtanding repreſentations, and Teraphim, a- 
nointed things ſacred with oyl, poured out drink- 
offerings, had ſacerdotal garments, ſtated times, and. 
places of worſhip, and conſulted the Oracle; blood was 

forbidden to be eaten, and the diſtinction of clean and 
unclean animals, was as old or older than the Flood. The 
firſt paſſage about facrifice, occurs Gen. ix. 4. we will 
juſt conſider it: Then was the end of days; and Cain 
; of the fruits of the ground, an offering unto Je- 
hovah; ('tis not for. nothing, that Elabim is not added, 
nor indeed once_mention'd during the whole hiſtory of 
Cain;) and Abel brought the fir lings of his flock, and of 
zbe fat; and Jehovah had reſpect (I Fapok fire ſtreamed 
down from the Cherubim] unto Abel, and unto his of. 
fering; but unto Cain and his offering, he had not reſpect. 
 Wherelaythedifference? The Author of the Epiſtle to the 
—— us out. Abels offering was an act of faith, 
he flew, and offer d a clean animal, cut off a typical Be- 
rith; confeſſed his trangreſſions, owned his life to be for- 
feited, and expreſſed his hope of Salvation, and faith in 
Chrift Cain made an acknowledgement to Fehovah, 
wy as n of the Earth and its products, by a ſort of 


quit- 
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quit-rent; ſo he was not juſtify'd, his ſin lay ſtill at his A 
As all the Patriarchs offer'd acrifice, ſo they all knew, 
own'd and expreſſed their hope, that they ſhould ſhare 
in the benefits of the great atonement. I make not the 
leaſt doubt, but that when 4braham was about to offer 
up his ſon, the promiſed ſeed, he thought him to be the 
great Holocauſt, who ſhould ſuffer for the fins of the 
whole World. Nor do I any more doubt, but that our 
firſt Parents knew full well the meaning of that eme. 
matic act of Fehovah Elahim, in covering their nakedneſs, 
with the skins of beaſts (offer d up in facrifice, as I ſup- 
poſe, by Adam) inſtead of the fig- leaves, they had pro- 
vided for themſelves; and that they came with all due 
preparation both of body and mind, to _y the benefits: 
of that ſymbolical action. 
Indeed after the bufineſs of the Calf (che malignity of 
which offence lay in rejecting the ſecond Perſon, as both 
Teſtaments aſſure us) ſome additions were made to the 
law, but the ſum and ſubſtance were from the . n 
the ſame. | 
As theſe outward excels; and the whole ſyſtem of 
facrificature were abſolutely neceſſary to be kept up, and 
continued till the Elabim ſhould accompliſh their pro- 
miſe; ſo till that was done, they were pleaſed to indulge 
and defend their loyal ſubjects, in the poſſeſſion of a land, 
ſo ſituated and daid out, as made the proprietors of it necef. 
ſarily obſerve the ſettled inſtitutions; and they alſo held 
their lands by the performance of this ſervice; ſo that this: 
at once gave them occaſion to exerciſe, and was the re- 
ward of, their obedience to the law: but this temporal re- 


ward was. alſo a pledge and carneft of what was to be 
giver 
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given them hereafter. 80 when /Voah cut off a typical 
purifyer, and Jehovah Elahim accepted the offering, the 
vegetable mould was regranted, ſeed-time and harveſt pro- 
miſed, and permiſſion to apply to Man's uſe, the pro- 
ducts ef the ground and animals; but blood was ſtill pro- 
hibited. So, on the ſame terms fulfilled on Man's part 
and accepted on that of the Elahim, Canaan was pro- 
miſed to the Patriarchs; a type and earneſt of that hea- 
venly country, towards which, as ſtrangers and pilgrims 
upon Earth, they all had ſet their faces. So the delivery 
of their poſterity from the bondage of a foreign Prince, 

in a land of ſtrangers, and their peaceful ſettlement in a 

delicious country, was typical of their reſcue from the 

Slavery of Satan, and bands of death, and their admiſ- 

fion into a ſtate of unalterable happineſs. See Heb. xi. 
So long as the choſen people obſerved the terms of 

their purification, Jehovah their Elabim defended them, 

in their poſſeſſions againſt all their enemies, and made 

Mt thoſe very powers of the airs, which the heathen took for, 

ul and depended on as, Elabim, (in oppoſition to which falſe 

1 Deities and mechanic Agents Jehovah is called the true 

' and living Elabim) ſupport and defend his choſen peo- 

i ple, in a ſupernatural manner; nay, forced them to de- 
ſtroy their own worſhippers. Theſe privileges were not 
to teach the Mraelites to indulge themſelves in ſenſual de- 
lights; ; but, as they had ſouls to be ſaved, as well as bo- 
dies to be ſuftain'd with food, to make them act like 
reaſonable and immortal creatures, and look up to and 
depend only for their Salvation, on thoſe Elabim, who 

alone were capable of ſaving them. Even Maſes in his ac- 

p count of the new-created ſoul of Adam plainly aſſerts its 
95 immortality, 
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immortality, by naming it a ſoul of /ives; whereas the 


principle of action, or condition of exiſtence of brutes is 


m chajeh put ſingular; and this diſtinction is obſerved 
not by Mo/es only, but all the inſpired Writers in ge- 
neral. Even 7ob aſſerts the reſurrection of the body; 
and there are vaſt numbers of paſſages, which prove that 
the benefits of the purification, which they exhibited, 
were to extend to all nations of the Earth, and to laſt, 
to thoſe who accepted the terms, to all eternity. As the 
 Tſraelites broke or obſerved theſe terms, ſo they were al- 
ternately expelled or reſtored to the temporal eſtate, and 
on violating them at laſt, beyond all poſſibility of atone- 
ment or repentance, they were finally driven out; an 
earneſt, proof and foretaſte, of what theſe apoſtates muſt 
expect hereafter. | 
By virtue, and in conſequence of their acceptance and 
continuance in the terms, they were alſo, as liege ſubjects 
to Fehovah Elahim, obliged to cut off all rebels and de- 
ſerters, and were commanded to enter upon their for- 
feited eſtates. 
One obſervation more, and I have done. As before 
writing with letters was reveal'd, trees and animals were 


made ule of, as ſubſtitutes or meme for things or ac- 
tions; ſo ſeveral of both, in the Hebrew tongue, have, be- 
ſide their natural or descriptive name, an emblematical 
one; which always is the ſame, with that of the perſon 


or thing they ſtood to repreſent. So an oak is called a- 
lah, as it was made an emblem of the Covenant, or per- 


haps of one of the E/ahim themſelves. For this reaſon 
the Patriarchs under or near this tree, bury'd the falſe 


1 Elahim, had ſettled places of worſhip, built altars, hung 


D up 
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up tabernacles, had manifeſtations of and from the Ela- 
him, and interred their dead. Joſbua xxiv. 26. after 
taking poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, cut off a puri- 
yer, wrote words in the book of the law of the Elabim, 
took and ſet up a great fjone (another emblem of the Cove- 


nant) ander an * (alah) that was by the ſanctuary of f 


Fehovah. The heathen had their a/ahs too, but ſuch 
as could give no ſhelter to their worſhippers. I/ i. 29. 
And they made the images of their Elabim of the wood of 


this tree. / Ivii. 5. xliv. 14. Hoſea iv. 13. Esel. vi. 1 
XX. 28. Hence the oak became ſacred to all nations. I 


ſhall now produce ſome proofs of the Covenant between 


the Elahim, and the means and method of man's re- 


demption, as inſtituted by them, from the ew — 
ment, and conclude this head. 


As the coming and death of Cbriſt diſcharged the E- 


labim of the obligation, ſo this very term could not be 


uſed under the Goſpel-diſpenſation ; indeed as the per- 
ſons were not only the ſwearers, but the witneſſes alſo to 
the Covenant, St. John's Three that bear witneſs in bea- 


ven, ſeem to regard it; but the following paſſages unde- 


niably refer to and ſuppoſe it. John xv. 7. The glory, I 

| had with thee, before the world was. Luke i. 70. As be 
Hale by the mouth of the holy prophets, to * the 
mercy promiſed to our forefathers, and to remember his 
holy Covenant; the oath which he ſware to our fathers. 
Acts iii. 25. The Covenant, which God made with our fa- 


ther, — 4 unto Abraham, in thy ſeed ſhall all the king- 


doms of the earth be Bleſſed. Rom. xvi. 25. The myſtery 
which was hept ſecret ſince the world began, but now is 
made manife eſt---made known to all nations. Gal. ili. 13,17. 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt redeemed us---being made a curſe for us---thy ſeed 
which is Chriſt. Epheſ. i. 4. iii. 9. He hath choſen us in 
him (Chriſt) before the foundation of the world---the my/- 
tery which from the beginning of the world hath been hid 
in God, who created all things by Jeſus Chriſt. Col. i. 26. 
The myſtery which hath been hid from ages, but now is 
made manifeſt to his ſaints—--Ohrift in you, the hope of 
glory. 2 Tim. 1. 9. Who hath ſaved us--according to his 
own purpoſe, and grace which was given us in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, before the world began, but is now made manifeſt by 
the appearance of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Titus i. 2. In 


his word (Toy A%yer &urs) Heb. vi. 16. God willing more a- 


bility of his council, confirm'd it by an oath. 1 Pet. i. 19, &c. 


bef.re the foundation of the world, but was made mani- 
feft in theſe laſt times. 1 John v. q, &c. If we receive the 


witneſs of men, the witneſs of God is greater---and this is 


the record that God hath given us, eternal life, and this 


life is in his ſon. 
Thus I have ſhewn you, who were the chief Elahim, 


and what was the matter of the Covenant between them; 


let us now ſee, 


II. How the ſame Idea is to be found in earthly Kings. 
The ſupreme Magiſtrate ſwore to a Covenant. 1 Sam. xi. 
14. Come, now let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom 
there; and all the people went to Gilgal, and there they 


made Saul King before the faces of Jebovab in Gilgal; 
D 


2 and 


hope of eternal life, which God that cannot lye, promiſed 
before the world began, but hath in due time manifefted 


bundanily to fhew unto the heirs of promiſe the immuta- 


The precious blood of Chriſt, who verily was fore-ordain' d 
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27 he. Ader, and 
and there they ſacrificed ſacrifices of peace-offerings before 


the faces of Fehovah. 2 Sam. v. 2. Thou ſhalt be captain 
over Iſrael; ſo all the Elders of Iſrael, came to the King 
to Hebron; and King David made a league (cut off a 
Berith) with them at Hebron before the faces of Jebovab, 
and they anointed David King over Hrael. 1 Sam. xi. x. 
And all the men of Fabeſh ſaid unto Mabaſb, make a Co- 
venant (cut oft, &c.) with us, and we will ſerve thee. 
2 Sam. 111. 12, 13. Abner, when he came over to David, 
and took him for his ſovereign, made a league (cut off, 
&c.) with him. 2 Kings xi. 4. Fehoiada, as proxy to Fo- 
aſh, who was under age, cut off a Berith with the Ca 
zains of the Guards, and took an oath of them, in the 
houſe of Jehovah, and ſbeued them the King's ſon. | 
|  Morxeover, the ſubſtance of the oath of Kings, was to 
be Saviours of their people; to defend them in their poſ- — 
ſeſſions, and ſubdue their enemies; and they governed in 
conſequence to this. Judges viii. 22. Then the men of 1/- 
rael ſaid unto Gideon, rule thou over us---for thou haſt 
delivered us from the bands of Midian. 1 Sam. viii. 5, 20. 
Male us a King to judge us and go out before us----and 
fiohbt our battles. Ibid. ix. 16. And thou ſhalt anoint him 
(Saul) to be captain over my people Iſrael, that he may 
ſave my people out of the 3 of the Philiſtines. Joſ. ix. 
15. When the Gibeonites put themſelves under Joſbuab's 
protection, and became his ſubjects, he nade peace with 
them and cut off a Berith, to let them live; and though 
Jehovah was King, the princes of the congregation (with- 
out conſulting him) /ware unto them; and in conſequence. 
to this oath, they defended them againſt the five Kings 
who had conſpired to > deftroy them; and Saul's poſterity 
ſuffer d 
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ſuffer d for his violation of this oath. 2 Sam. xxi. 1. Thus 
you ſee how the Idea of Elabim appears in the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate; ; and this is an additional proof that I have 
given the true meaning of the word. 
One thing more. Kings both among believers and a- 
oſtates, all owned themſelves to be but Meſue Lords, 


and that they held their lands, each under his reſpective 


Elabim; and they thought too, that by virtue of a do- 
nation b them, (and on no other account) they 
might ſeize on thoſe of others. This appears from ſeve- 
ral places of Scripture, but read Judges xi. And now to 
conclude with an obſervation or two, and an exhorta- 
tion to the audience. 

IJ have made it appear, that the terms of ſalvation 
offer d to mankind by the Elabim, by virtue and in con- 
ſequence to the covenant they had made between each 
other, were, from the beginning, the ſame in ſubſtance. 
Of old they were, believe, love, obey the Elabim, re- 
ceive as brethren and fellow- ſubjects, thoſe who acknow- 


ledge them, deſtroy thoſe, who own them not, exhibit 


typically, the means and manner of falvation, till the 


great atonement be made, and you will be ſaved. Now 
they are, believe, love, obey the Elahim, love thoſe who 
love them, cut off from the Church thoſe who own them 


not, commemorate, in the Euchariſt, the paſt means and 
manner of ſalvation, and you will be faved. 


From what hath been ſaid, it is plain, that Chriſtia- 
nity, or the method of man's fallow: was contrived and 


ſettled by and between the Elabim before the world was 


made, and that it actually began to take effect, and was 
known to, owned, and complied with, by man, pre- 


ſently 
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ſently after the fall; fo that our moſt holy religion is, in 
very deed, almoſt as old as ths Creation, tho' fore, 
n e nat what they ſaid, thought they had ridi- 
culed it, when they ſaid ſo. 

The ſame ſort of men, have been very free in their 
reflections on the 1/raelizes, for driving out or cutting off 
the inhabitants of the land of Canaan. Where was the 

injuſtice, when they had forfeited the tenure, and their 
lives alſo? Do not earthly Elabim deſtroy the perſons of 
rebels, deprive their poſterity of the eſtate, and veſt the 
property in their loyal ſubjects? But beſides, the heathen 
nations were abominably wicked, cruel, paſt reclaim, 
and therefore not fit to live on the earth. Had it been 
the lot of one of our Freethinkers to have been a ſtranger 
in the ſtreets of Sodom, or been leading off, to the fire or 
the altar, a victim to the Elabim of the Gentiles, and 
had a band of Abraham's ſervants, or Hebrews, came in 
juſt before the fatal moment, reſcued him from inſults, 
or ſnatch' d him from the jaws of death, deſtroyed thoſe 
who would have miſuſed or murdered him, and on cer- 
tain reaſonable terms, permitted him to ſhare in their for- 
feited eſtates, would he have blamed or reviled them for 
{o doing? I believe not. 

But I have ſomething to ſay, to ſome others among us; 
thoſe, I mean, who are endeavouring to ſet up, what | 
they call morality, in oppoſition to the belief of the arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian faith. How often have they pro- 
phaned, by taking in their mouths, that text, Hear, O 
Iſrael, the Lord, our God, is one Lord; ſo they found 

i in their Engliſh bibles, and hoped to preſs it into their 
” ſerrice i in their war n the Trinity. How greatly do 


thoſe 
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thoſe men err becauſe they know not the ſeriptures, en 


the power of the Elahim 7 It proves the very doctrine, they 
cite it to diſprove; it teaches the Mraelites to believe and 
acknowledge, as the fundamental article of all revealed 


religion, the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity; 


the Hebrew runs thus; hear, O Iſrael, the efſence exiſting 


with powers, thoſe who have ſworn to redeem us, (is or are) 


one eſſence exiſting ; they were to know, believe, and 


own, that there were three Elabim in Fehovah, and yet 


to know, believe, and own, that thoſe three Elabim, were 


but one Zehovah. 
So it is now the doctrine of our faſbimable teachers, 
Tf thou believeſt in thine heart, and com feſſeſt with thy 


mouth, that Feſus is the Chriſt, thou mayeſt be ſaved. 
We know, what they mean, but they know not the fare 


of the caſe. They err again. The doctrine of three per- 


ſons in one God was ever known to the Hebrew nation, 
they read it in almoſt every page of their bibles, and their 


whole religious ſervice, was but an exhibition on the 


part of God, and an acknowledgment on the tide of 
man, of the method of redemption agreed on by the Ela- 

Him; ſo that the ſole diſpute, between the firſt preachers 
of the Goſpel and the native Jews, or proſelytes, was, 
whether Jeſus was the Chriſt, the promiſed ſeed,” the 
man, who, by being begotten by the moſt High, and 
was to be united with the ſecond perſon, was the fon of 


God; 'tis plain, they made the Meſſiah, and the Son of 


God, ſynonymous terms. So that this, to own Jeſus to 


be the Chriſt, was enough to be believed and profeſſed 


by Jews and Proſelytes ; but when the Apoſtles preached 


to the Gentiles who knew not the Elabim, they expreſs]. 


required 


The Supreme 1 


required hem to turn from the vanities, they had wor- 
ſhipped, and own the living Elahim. 

How often have theſe men told us of late, that if we 
believe and confeſs one ſupreme, good, wiſe, powerful 
Creator and Ruler of the univerſe, and perform the ſocial 
virtues, it will recommend a man to God. Again they 
err; theſe are not the whole terms of man's ſalvation. 
Indeed theſe notions are of longer ſtanding than the 
ſpreaders of them know, but they are never the better for 

being ſo. The nations which the King of Aſyria tranſ- 
_ planted into the cities of Samaria, feared and owned Fe- 


| | howah, the one ſupreme God; but they kept and ſerved 


Elahim of their own : ſo that they acknowledged not the 
perſons i in the Deity, nor the method of man's redemp- 
tion contrived by them; and they are condemned for 
halting thus between revelation and imagination ; they 
are ſaid not to fear Jehovah. 2 Kings xvii. 34. This was 
indeed the very crime of Cain; therefore this believing 

by halves is by St. Jude ſtiled the way of Cain, and de- 
nying Jebovab Elahim, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt. This 
is faid in oppoſition to the full belief and conſequent 
practice of all juſtified perſons, who are ſaid to have 

walked in the way of the Elahim, the way of Fehovab ; 
ſo Chriſt is called the way, Chriſtianity the way, and 
Chriſtians men of the way; and if this be the way, what 
muſt become of thoſe men, who are ſo far got out of the 

way 

Now that text too is clear, with which our Lord ſi- 
lenced the Sadduces; Fehovah is the Elahim (he did not 
quote Greek, Sao) of the living and not of the dead; the 
* in the eſſence were bound by oath to deliver the 
patriarchs 
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patriarchs from the bands of death, therefore -they were 


to riſe again, Luke xx. 378 . 
A man cannot keep in his ſtruggling OM RNS” to 
ſee the divine oracles thus miſapplied or miſinterpreted, 


thro” ignorance or malice or both; but thus it al be, 
while illiterate and conceited men preſume to quote wri- 
tings, which they cannot read, reaſom about things, where- 


of they have no ideas, and give judgment in caſes, where 


they do not ſee one tittle of the evidence. The beſt that 
can be ſaid in their excuſe is, that they know not what 


they are doing; but I wiſh they could conſider in due 


time, whether when Chriſt (the perſon whom they are 
oppoſing, and who ſhould have been their Saviour). ſhall, 
at the laſt day, call them to a ſad account for all the 
dreadful conſequences of their pernicious doctrines; I ſay, 
I with they would conſider, whether at that time, igno- 


rance can be deemed a tolerable excuſe in the mouths of 


thoſe, who took upon them to be teachers of others. 
A word to believers and I have done. I have in ſome 


degree laid open the chief myſtery and fundamental ar- 


ticle of all revealed religion; I hope to the confirmation of 


the faith of my audience; let the effects of this belief be 
ſeen in your lives and actions. Indeed the miracles | 
wrought in confirmation of Chriſtianity are a ſufficient 
ground of afſent to an unprejudiced perſon; but it is a 


vaſtly greater ſatisfaction, to take in all thoſe alſo, done in 


proof of the divine original of the Law, to ſèe that the 


two teſtaments tally like two indentures, and the whole 
purport and ſcope of both, is to ſnew the neceſſity and 
proviſion of the means, by Which the: juſtice of an of- 
3 tended God is ſatisfied, and induced to 1 ſinful 


E man. | 
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man. The firſt Chriſtians underſtood the Hebrew Scrip- 


tures, as I have been opening them to you ; this is evi- 
dent, from their application of ſeveral paſſages in them, 
the juſtneſs and propriety of which, has not been fully un- 
deiſtood of late; and as Chriſtians then knew more than 
they do now, ſo they lived better: as this knowledge is 
recovered and CE among us, 'tis to be hoped we ſhall 
amend our lives, and of a nation the moſt fantaſtically 
vitious, and ſtupidly prophane, that ever called them- 
felves believers, become entire Chriſtians, take Jehovah 
for our Elahim, our Saviours, and live accordingly. 
Tbat we may do thus, depends in the greateſt meaſure 
on perſons in authority; as the rulers are, ſuch generally 
are the people; nay theſe have ſometimes ſuffered for 
the avis of thoſe. The common crime of the Kings of 
of Hrael was misbelief, and of conſequence miſpractice; 
I need not tell. you, how both they and their ſubjects 
were plagued on that account. We are informed that a- 
mong their other puniſhments, hben they choſe new Ela. 
Bim, then was war in the gates; even the peaceful and 
auguſt: courts of juſtice were diſturbed and polluted with 
tumults and bloodſhed. This is a miſerable condition for 
a nation to be in; but this and all other temporal puniſh- 
ments are but preludes and foretaſtes to what muſt be en- 
dured hereafter ; the wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations who forget the Elahim. Plal. ii. 10. Be wiſe 
now therefore, Oye Kings, be inſflrufted ye ꝓudges of the 
earth; kiſs the ſon left he be angry, and ye periſh from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. And for 
your encouragement to obſerve the terms he offers you, re 


menlber alſo, that bleſſed. are all 4 that put their truſt 
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in him. Your faith in him will be your comfort at the 


one of the princes, Pſal. Ixxxii. 7. Then this reflection may 
ſupport you under the terrors of death and amazing pro- 
ſpect of eternity, that ſo ſure as the Elabim cannot falſify 
their oath, ſo ſure, when a few ſhort pangs are over, 
your obedience ſhall meet its reward ; you will ſoon paſs 
through the ſhades of death, and be admitted to the glo- 
rious manſions prepared for thoſe who love them. There 
you will meet all. believers, all who by walking in the 
way of the Elahim, have arrived at the regions of bliſs 
before you. What a pleaſure will it be to hear our 
firſt parents relate, what was the happy and free inter- 
courſe between the Elahim and themſelves, before their 
fatal tranigreſſion | How muſt we be affected with the 


narration, when they ſhall give us to underſtand, the 
anxiety, the terror, the Jamie, that overwhelm'd their 4 


minds after their eating the forbidden fruit! the faith, 
the hope, the joy that ſprung up in their ſouls, at 


the publication of the ſecond terms! With what attention 


and delight ſhall we liſten to the patriarchs, their own 


mouths — us, with what longing deſire and eager 


impatience they hoped, they waited, they wiſhed for the 
manifeſtation of him, who was to be the deſire of of all na- 
tions! And with what a mixture of exulting joy, and 
holy awe, ſome favourites of heaven were admitted, to a 
ſort of converſe, of him, and ſaw a glimpſe of What he 


had undertaken to do for them, their poſterity and all 


believers! The holy angels too, thoſe benign and ami- 


cable ſpirits, how wil they rejoice to ſee the ſeats leſt 


vacant by their fallen fellows, filled with the ſpirits! of 
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agonizing hour, when you ſhall die like men, and fall like 
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juſt men made perfect! how will they congratulate us on 
our paſt eſcapes, and our admiſſion to an unalterable 
ſtate of happineſs with themſelves! With what delight 
will they tell, and we ſhall hear, of the ſincere compla- 
cence in man's recovery, with which they firſt ſaw the 
great myſtery of our redemption ideally exhibited in the 
_ higheſt heavens, and afterwards rejoiced to ſee the happy 
effects of it upon earth. Then, what is above our preſent 
comprehenſion, and ſhall be our employment to all eter- 
nity, we ſhall no longer ſee the Elabim as through a plafs 
darkly, but view them face to face; be admitted to the 
full viſion of their ineffable, inconceiveable glories, drink 
at the well of Lives the Irving water, which whoſo drink- 
eth ſhall never thirſt again; eat the bread that came down 
Fram heaven, and the fruit of the tree, whoſe leaves are 
for the bealing of the nations, ſee light in the light of 
Fehovah; in one word, be ſupported by the immediate 
irradiation of the divine effence! Then the whole œcono- 
my of Mankind's Redemption, as it was contrived, agreed 
on and tranſacted by the divine perſons, ſhall: be laid before 
us! Then the unknown ſufferings of our dear Redeemer, 
for our ſakes and in our ſteads, will be communicated 
to us] How muſt we even amidſt heavenly joys, feel 
ſome ſenſations of uneafineſs, and, as it were, ſympathize 
with him; in his paſt agony! How will our ſouls be filled 
with a grateful ſenſe of all his benefits towards us, rejoice | 
to ſee that bleeding lamb advanced to the higheſt ho- 
nours, and fitting on the throne of the Elahim! How 
ſhall 'we congratulate ourſelves, when placed around 
bim, and reaping. the invaluable bleſſings he hath pur- 
chaſed for us! Theſe are noble contemplations and ra- 
2 , 5 | viſhing 
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and ſcanty foretaſtes of thoſe real and ſubſtantial joys, 


which the Elabim have prepared for true believers. 
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viſhing proſpects; and yet they are but faint ſhadows 


Theſe then let us endeavour to acquire by a full faith is 


and ſincere obedience; ſo that when we, with thoſe who 


ſeep in the duſt, ſhall awake, it may not be to everlaſting 


contempt ; but our lot may fall among thoſe, who being 


wiſe themſelves, and turning others alſo to righteouſneſs, ſhall | 


ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the flars 
for ever and ever Which God grant, &c. Adta 15: cg. 
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M. B. 1 ought to inform my readers, that the author 


hinted at in the Sermon is Mr. Hurchixsox; I ſhall bleſs 
God, to my dying day, that his good providence ever 


brought me acquainted with that Gentleman's works and 


perſon: for though I was obliged to the common me- 


thods of education, that I was qualified to read his 


_ writings ; yet that I, in any degree, underſtand the ho- 


ly Scriptures I owe to his inſtructions. I would (might 
I preſume to do ſo) earneſtly recommend the ſtudy of his 
books to my brethren the Clergy; it is true, it will coſt 


them ſome pains to apprehend fully the ſtrength of hisar- 


guments and propriety of his expreſſions: but, that once 


done, they will meet a noble reward of their labour, even 
the greateſt ſatisfaction in the moſt important points of 


Chriſtianity, 


hriftianity, hit the heart of man can with for. 
alſo make uſe of this opportunity to recommend to = 
readers the peruſal of a treatiſe which I have read ſince 
T preached this Sermon, (and never till then) and which 
treats on ſome things mentioned here, more at large than 
J could be allowed to do on this occaſion. It is entitled, 
Some Thoughts concerning Religion Natural and Revealed, 
&c. By that, and ſome other treatiſes about Mr. HuT- 
CHINSON 8 works, they will find that, however new theſe 
things appear to ſome among us, ſeveral perſons who 
want neither ſenſe nor learning have applied themſelves 
to underſtand them; and that I do not ſtand fingle in 


* about theſe matters. 


